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Can you believe the spotlight that has recently been 
given to national service?  The power of the month of September has 
demonstrated that the momentum we have felt for months around national service, service-learning 
and volunteering has only intensified and is getting stronger.  Here are a few of the highlights that 
took place in September:

•   The President addressed thousands of volunteer and service-learning leaders on the White 
House South Lawn on September 8th and renewed his Call to Service.   The President’s Call to 
Service, which taps into the spirit of September 11, includes a call to every American to spend at 
least 4,000 hours – or two years in the course of a lifetime—to serve our nation through acts of 
compassion.  Invitations, in part, to this memorial event were sent to service-learning leaders at 
the State Departments of Education as well as service-learning leaders at schools and community 
agencies.  Idaho was represented by five service-learning proponents and leaders including Gayl 
Loutzenheiser and her daughter, Jackie, from Highlands Elementary, Pam Danielson from Orofino 
High School, Trent Derrick from Lakeland High School and myself.   We found ourselves sitting 
in the sizzling afternoon sun on lawn chairs facing the president with the White House towering 
behind him.  It was surreal, as we sipped lemonade and held the official White House napkin, when 
the President said, “Thank you all for coming.  I really appreciate you taking time out to come by 
and let me say hello to you.”  You would think we were sitting on his front porch with his casual 
down-home Texas hospitality.  But we were actually honored guests of the White House.  Here is 
the President’s opening remarks:  “Welcome to the South Ground of the White House. It is a joy to 
be here with members of the armies of compassion. I’m really glad you’re here and I appreciate your 
inspiration to our fellow citizens. I believe you are a constant reminder of the true source of our 
nation’s strength, which is the good hearts and souls of the American people.  …you strengthen the 
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•  Highlands Elementary in Boise believes students can make a 
difference in the community while improving their academic 
achievement.  To prove it, service-learning is incorporated in 
all grade levels and classrooms at Highlands.  Students develop 
civic and leadership skills with a theme of 
“Kids for Kids” to build student values of 
respect, dignity, honesty, responsibility and 
teamwork.  They have a myriad of projects 
starting in kindergarten and culminating in 
sixth grade.  

Idaho History – Highlands incorporates 
service-learning into Idaho History Content 
Standards.  Here are two sample projects:

Conserving our Nez Perce Heritage  

How many students have the opportunity to dance a friendship 
dance with members of the Nez Perce tribe while learning Idaho 

History?  Highland fourth graders were 
fortunate to have men and women from the 
Nez Perce tribe visit their class and teach 
about the tribe’s history.  

The goal of this service-learning project 
was to learn about Native Americans as part 
of Idaho History.  The students researched 
books and the Internet on the Nez Perce 
tribe.  Mary Jane Oatman Wak-Wak, the 
Indian Education Coordinator at the Idaho 
State Department of Education, 

Highlands Elementary

foundation of our democracy, which is the engagement of our 
people.”  (And our students—my emphasis).  He was talking 
to all of you who are working to engage your students in their 
communities, and start them down the road to responsible 
citizenship. Here are links for the President’s speech: http://
www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2008/09/20080908-6.html, 
the President’s 9/11 video http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/
releases/2008/09/volunteer.html,

•  Both Presidential nominees Senators McCain and Obama 
pledged support for national service and volunteering in a 
televised candidates’ forum.  This was part of the September 
11 kick-off of the ServiceNation Summit in New York that 
brought unprecedented numbers of national leaders and 
celebrities together in support of service.

•  Senators Kennedy and Hatch introduced the ambitious 
Serve America Act with bi-partisan co-sponsorship.   This 
is a major legislative initiative to expand and improve service 
opportunities in health, education, environmental protection 
and anti-poverty programs.

•  The President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation 
exceeds one million recipients of the President’s Volunteer 
Service Awards.

•  The U.S. Congress passed the Learn and Serve Challenge 
Resolution designating the week of October 6 – 12 as a 
service-learning week.

•  Governor Butch Otter has agreed to sign a Governor’s 

proclamation on October 8 designating October 6 – 12 as a 
service-learning week in Idaho.

It is encouraging to see the broad support for national service 
as it can translate into much-needed funding for our grants.   
But as educators, I know we are focused on transforming 
community service into learning opportunities.  We know that 
quality service-learning is linked to better academic outcomes, 
student retention, career exploration, and the development of 
skills related to social and civic responsibility.  Can it get much 
better than that?

I want to thank all of you who are the service-learning 
leaders from around Idaho who are an inspiration and model to 
young people across the state.  Thank you for supporting high-
quality, school-based service-learning right here in Idaho.

Cheryl Kary,
Learn and Serve 

Coordinator
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and a member of the Nez Perce tribe, visited Ms. 
Nydegger’s fourth-grade classroom.  She helped the students 
understand the history and current Nez Perce lives, culture 
and beliefs.   The students were invited to attend a pow-wow at 
Boise State University hosted by the Intertribal Native Council.  
The tribe asked the students to participate in their friendship 
dance.  To prepare the students for this experience, a tribal 
member talked to the students about their language, costumes/
dress and music, and demonstrated the friendship dance.

When the students asked themselves how they could give 
back to the tribe, they decided to write a Nez Perce alphabet 
book.  Each student wrote a paragraph and drew an illustration 
for a page in the book.  “Nimiipuu” is the name of the book and 
it means “we are one – the people”.  It is an incredible collection 
of illustrations and tidbits about the Nez Perce people.  

As part of the students’ demonstration, each student 
read their page from the book in a program for parents and 
administrators.  The students made presentations to other 
classes about the Nez Perce tribe and the pow-wow.  They 
published their Nez Perce alphabet book and gave a copy to 
every school in the Boise School District, as well as to other 
community members.   Members of the Nez Perce tribe were 
so thankful that their native language was being preserved that 
they came back and personally thanked the class.

Oral Idaho History with Senior 
“Historians”

What was it like to be a kid in the 1930-1950s?  What better 
way to learn Idaho History for third and fourth grade 
students than to visit with the elderly people in their own 
neighborhood?  They visited the local Veterans Administration 
Hospital and read books to the vets during the Holiday season.  
They visited with local Highlands neighbors who taught them 
what it was like to be a kid in Idaho in earlier years.  It was fun 

to hear stories of going shopping in old downtown Boise and 
jumping into the favorite swimming hole in the Boise River.  
The students designed artwork and wrote note cards about 
their neighbors and raised money by selling these packets 
of note cards to their school body.   Along with this History 
service-learning project the students decided they wanted to 
help the Humane Society because of their love for animals.  
The money raised by these note cards was donated to the local 
humane society’s Pets for People, a program that helps seniors 
and the disabled with pet adoption/vet care costs.  The students 
learned a lot of Idaho history, some new art techniques, and 
writing skills too—not to mention some great appreciation for 
their older neighbors.  They know them now!

Student’s Corner
Adsideo “to come along side of ”

EVERY GREAT STORY HAS A MINISCULE BEGINNING. 

        At Lakeland High School there is a small group of students 
that meets every week before the sun has a chance to rise 
over the mountains.  Consisting of less than twenty teenagers 

and seldom more than two adults, this group hopes to make 
a difference.   It was decided that the group would be called 
Adsideo, which means “to come alongside of.”   Issues like 
hunger and poverty, even homelessness and humanity, are 
discussed.   Various projects have been taken on, including 

Carolyn Tertaling Payne, 
a past Boise mayor 
interviewed by Ms. 
Orler’s class, and her 
granddaughter Alyssa, 
a student at Highlands 
Elementary.

Can you imagine what it was like in Boise back in 1936?  Well, Carolyn 
Terteling Payne knows what it was like.  She grew up in a house that had 5 
rooms.  If you are wondering what rooms were in her house, I can tell you.  
She had 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, a kitchen, and a living room. That sure 
seems like a small house now, but it was a really big house back then!
As told to Alyssa Terteling
By Carolyn Terteling  
Payne, a Boise, Idaho resident



an October night spent on the school 
football field entitled “Care to Bare the 
Cold.”   Blankets have been handed out 
to the homeless, and supplies have been 
raised to benefit the St. Vincent de Paul 
of Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.   The purpose 
of this small group has often been 
questioned, but the response is always 
“change.” This starts with awareness. 
Through an organization called Oxfam 
America, Adsideo has recently taken on 
a new kind of project; a bigger project.  
Focusing on world hunger and poverty 
awareness, it was decided that Adsideo 
would put on a Hunger Banquet.   Very 
oxymoronic, it seems, but there is 
something great to be said here.   Basing 
attendance on world averages of hunger 
and homelessness, attendees were 
handed a card with a story on it.  Every 
story was real; every card depicted in 
a short paragraph the real life of a real 
person.  Each card was placed in an 
“income” group, and the seat of the 
attendee for that night depended on the 
card they received. There were three 

levels of income; low income (green 
cards), middle income (yellow cards), 
and high income (blue cards). 

The low income group, reflecting 
international statistics, made up the 
largest group, at almost 50%. This group 
was seated on the floor, with nothing 
between them and the hardwood but 
cardboard boxes [they were served 
basins of rice and “dirty” water].   The 
second group, roughly 35% of the group, 
was the middle income group, seated in 
rows of chairs close to the low income 
group [they were served beans & rice 
and clean water].   The last group, a mere 
15%, was high-income [they were served 
a 3-course meal].   
(Written by Angeline Little - Senior - 2008)

Learn and Serve Idaho provides young people with opportunities to serve 
Idaho by connecting community service with academic learning, personal growth, 
and civic responsibility. Grantees create new service-learning programs, replicate 
existing models, and train staff, faculty, adult volunteers, and students in service 
learning. Participants are K-12, school-age youth.

Eligible applicants for Learn & Serve grants are Idaho K-12 schools of any 
grade span. Grantee schools must be committed to service learning as a teaching/
learning strategy and as an integral component of education. The vision of Learn 
and Serve Idaho is to assist schools in implementing site-based programs of service 
learning through policy, practice, and capacity building. Learn and Serve Idaho 
provides financial and technical assistance to schools as they develop and implement 
policies and supportive structures at all levels, while reducing barriers to the 
institutionalization of service learning.

For more information contact Cheryl Kary—cmkary@sde.idaho.gov or 
 208-332-6913.
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Note: Although L&S grant funds are to be used only for the 
benefit of those inside the U.S., it is important for students to be 
aware of the issue of hunger and poverty.
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